a2 United States Patent

Gaeta et al.

US012022357B1

US 12,022,357 B1
Jun. 25, 2024

(10) Patent No.:
45) Date of Patent:

(54)

(71)

(72)

(73)

@
(22)

(63)

(60)

(1)

(52)

CONTENT PRESENTATION AND LAYERING
ACROSS MULTIPLE DEVICES

Applicant: Lucasfilm Entertainment Company

Ltd., San Francisco, CA (US)
Inventors: John Gaeta, San Francisco, CA (US);
Michael Koperwas, San Francisco, CA
(US); Nicholas Rasmussen, San
Francisco, CA (US)

Assignee: LUCASFILM ENTERTAINMENT
COMPANY LTD., San Francisco, CA
(US)

Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by 105 days.

Appl. No.: 17/472,579

Filed: Sep. 10, 2021

Related U.S. Application Data

Continuation of application No. 16/664,778, filed on
Oct. 25, 2019, now Pat. No. 11,128,984, which is a
continuation of application No. 15/194,094, filed on
Jun. 27, 2016, now Pat. No. 10,484,824.

Provisional application No. 62/291,648, filed on Feb.
5, 2016, provisional application No. 62/232,985, filed
on Sep. 25, 2015, provisional application No.
62/185,422, filed on Jun. 26, 2015.

Int. CL.

GO6T 19/00 (2011.01)

H04B 1/3827 (2015.01)

HO4M 1/72409 (2021.01)

HO4W 4/02 (2018.01)

U.S. CL

CPC ......... HO4W 4/026 (2013.01); GO6T 19/006

(2013.01); HO4B 1/385 (2013.01); HO4M
1/72409 (2021.01)

152"

(58) Field of Classification Search
CPC ... HO04W 4/026; GO6T 19/006; HO4B 1/385;
HO04M 1/72409
See application file for complete search history.

(56) References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

8,717,355 B2* 5/2014 Newton ............. GO6T 15/503
348/43
10,339,712 B2*  7/2019 Takemoto ............. GO6T 19/006
2004/0036844 Al 2/2004 Wood et al.
(Continued)

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Avery et al., Improving Spatial Perception for Augmented Reality
X-Ray Vision, 2009 (Year: 2009).*
(Continued)

Primary Examiner — Phong X Nguyen
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — Kilpatrick Townsend &
Stockton LLP

(57) ABSTRACT

A method includes causing background content to be dis-
played on a display device with a first virtual object and a
second virtual object; causing augmented reality (AR) con-
tent to be rendered based on a location of an AR device
relative to the display device; determining that the AR
content is in front of the first virtual object in the scene when
viewed through the AR device and rendering the background
content with a cutout in the first virtual object when the first
virtual object overlaps with the AR content; and determining
that the AR content is behind the second virtual object in the
scene when viewed through the AR device and rendering the
AR content with a cutout in the AR content when the AR
content overlaps with the second virtual object.

20 Claims, 27 Drawing Sheets

N
y-k
1102 ~o (« z? g —_
-

0O0000
000000
0O0000



US 12,022,357 B1
Page 2

(56)

2006/0038965
2008/0246694
2009/0077504
2010/0142928
2011/0007069
2011/0187706
2012/0068913

2012/0127284
2012/0206452

2012/0326948
2013/0285919

2013/0328762
2013/0328927

2013/0335301
2014/0098088

2014/0198096
2014/0306995

2014/0364212
2015/0070391
2015/0178967
2015/0215611

2015/0317831

2015/0350628
2016/0035140
2016/0037849
2016/0182877
2016/0379417
2017/0046880
2017/0061692
2017/0103572
2017/0287218

References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al*

Al*

Al*

Al
Al*

Al
Al*

Al*

Al*

Al
Al*

Al
Al
Al
Al*

Al*

Al
Al
Al
Al
Al
Al*
Al
Al
Al

2/2006
10/2008
3/2009
6/2010
1/2011
8/2011
3/2012

5/2012

8/2012

12/2012
10/2013

12/2013
12/2013

12/2013

4/2014

7/2014
10/2014

12/2014
3/2015
6/2015
7/2015

11/2015

12/2015
2/2016
2/2016
6/2016

12/2016
2/2017
3/2017
4/2017

10/2017

Hennes

Fischer

Bell et al.

Rohde

Lee

Vesely et al.

Bar-Zeev ............. GO02B 27/017

345/8

Bar-Zeev .............. GO6T 19/006
348/158

Geisner ... GOGF 3/013
345/419

Crocco et al.

Larsen ..o GOGF 3/041
345/173

Mcculloch et al.

Mount ....cccooevvvrnnne AG63F 13/25
345/633

wong ....coceeennnn GO6T 19/006

345/8

Ryu oo GO6F 3/011
345/419

Mitchell

Raheman ................ AG63F 13/42
345/633

Osman et al.

Nishimaki et al.

Kruglick

WU GO6T 7/593
345/419

Ebstyne ............. GO02B 27/0172
345/419

Sanders et al.

Bickerstaff et al.

Shearman et al.

Deluca

Mount et al.

Kasazumi ............... GOGF 3/013

Giraldi et al.

Lin et al.

Nuernberger et al.

2017/0307888 Al
2017/0363867 Al
2022/0060680 Al*

10/2017 Kohler et al.
12/2017 Poulos et al.

2/2022 Kawamae GO02B 27/0172

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Tian et al., Real-Time Occlusion Handling in Augmented Reality
Based on an Object Tracking Approach, 2010 (Year: 2010).*

U.S. Appl. No. 15/194,094, “Advisory Action”, dated Dec. 13,
2018, 7 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/194,094, “Corrected Notice of Allowability”,
dated Apr. 5, 2019, 2 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/194,094, “Final Office Action”, dated Sep. 20,
2018, 25 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/194,094, “Non-Final Office Action”, dated Apr.
19, 2018, 27 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/194,094, “Non-Final Office Action”, dated Aug.
24, 2017, 23 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/194,094, “Notice of Allowance”, dated Mar. 6,
2019, 11 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/289,858, “Final Office Action”, dated Mar. 2,
2018, 9 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/289,858, “Non-Final Office Action”, dated Sep.
21, 2017, 10 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 15/289,858, “Notice of Allowance”, dated May 15,
2018, 11 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 16/664,778, “Non-Final Office Action”, dated Dec.
23, 2020, 16 pages.

U.S. Appl. No. 16/664,778, “Notice of Allowance”, dated May 19,
2021, 12 pages.

Sukthankar, et al., “Automatic Keystone Correction for Camera-
assisted Presentation Interfaces”, Advances in Multimodal Interfaces—
Proceedings of ICMI 2000, 2000, pp. 1-8.

Yadav, et al., “Keystone Error Correction Method in Camera-
Projector System to Correct the Projected Image on planar surface
and tilted projector”, International Journal of Computer Science &
Engineering Technology (IJCSET), vol. 4, No. 2, Feb. 2013, pp.
142-146.

Yang, et al., “Method of achieving a wide field-of-view head-
mounted display with small distortion”, Optical Society of America,
vol. 38, No. 12, Jun. 15, 2013, pp. 2035-2037.

* cited by examiner



US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 1 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

Vi "Old

0s1

N

000000
O00000
00pDo000

124}

000000
000000
000000
000000

01 €ET

001




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 2 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

081

~

dl 'Olid

S105U2¢ Jupjor] UCIHSCd

5305495
Bupjoesy
UoIisod

20102 190N

Py
8L1

5592014 au8ug auiBug
YouAsg Suiusodwion Suuepusy
vLT
10888201 m Mma%s Qg u
Jsju0nD
A{IqON A W:
J
991

Sjuaisi{l

{satno) 2Udg

ol 0st
(4]}

waysAg Aejdsig

Wawod

paispusy

91 091

Atojisoday uauo)

URI0D
auadg

ae

351




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 3 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent




U.S. Patent

Jun. 25, 2024

Sheet 4 of 27

302c

152
~

302a

US 12,022,357 Bl

FIG. 3A



US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 5 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

a¢

Old

8LT



U.S. Patent

Jun. 25, 2024

Sheet 6 of 27

152
I

N
> )

302a

US 12,022,357 B1

FIG. 3C



US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 7 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

ac 'oid

(412



US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 8 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

V¥ "Old




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 9 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

251

arv 'oOld




US 12,022,357 B1

(]
o
Lan]

ot

ey y

VS "Old
0000 | 00000 | 0000
000 | 000000 | 000"
000 | 000000 | 000
00 | 000000 | 00

Sheet 10 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

001

.\:Nmﬂ




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 11 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

001

g5 "ol
000000

iZ4)

000000

Q000
QA0

(]
w3

000

E}xc)

.\:Nmﬂ




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 12 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

001

V9 ‘Ol
000000

iZ4)

000000

Q000
QA0

[
Lan]

000

E}xc)

.\:Nmﬂ




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 13 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

001

g9 "ol
000000

000000
000000

Qb@@@@

0ct TET

E}xc)

Q0Q00
QOO0
Q00

(]
o
Lan]

.\:Nmﬂ




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 14 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

00t

V. 'Old
000000

e

00000g |
00000 7

_
i

0L

0000




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 15 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

d. '9Old

Lo,

O alels
LA —
=S alele

G




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 16 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

8 'Old

Icoe

(41




Sheet 17 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

US 12,022,357 B1

V6 "Old

0000 | 000000
000 000000

57T

00Q; 000000
O&1 000000
g

o, et
Pl H
b i ! \\ § 0%
o1 b — . bk
3. ah,:w/ O OO OCOE OO OGO DD NENEOOOONO @.\Wm S A R
'ty o ' b
N e A N LT
...Jv(:./ L N N / , .n\l. .
. .
, g

-\:NmH




U.S. Patent Jun. 25,2024 Sheet 18 of 27 US 12,022,357 Bl

ole
OO0
U
LOOLU

BRARBESRARACARRERARERS |
N
N
N
N
N
N\
N
N
N

W\ . wlz 6

LOLOLOU
LOLOOU
LOLLOU
QOLLOU
FIG. 9B

L { \nﬂg

i
0
AO00

O

152"



US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 19 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

Vol "Old

000000
000000
000000

000000

0ct

-\:NmH




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 20 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

g0l "Old




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 21 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

Vil 'Ol
000000

000000




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 22 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

dil ‘ol
000000

000000




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 23 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

oLl "9l
000000

000000

-\:NmH




U.S. Patent Jun. 25, 2024 Sheet 24 of 27 US 12,022,357 B1

1200

J

1202

causing first content to be
displayed on a display device

1204
determining a location of a mobile
device relative to the display
device
1206

causing second content to be
displayed on the mobile device
such that the second content is

layered over the first content

FIG. 12



U.S. Patent

1300

1312

Jun. 25, 2024 Sheet 25 of 27

1302

&

i

185
Aspact

H’&?‘i-ﬁ

¢

i

id be placed |

hou

vy

hig

oo

US 12,022,357 B1

e R s
o o o o o
et

5
5
5
SR

5
s
5
23

SR
s
SR

X SR
s

SR
s

o5
.-::.:5.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-..;.-.-.:.-.:.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-..;.-.-.-.-.::;.-.-
5

s

s

SR
s

5
s
0200

5
R
0200

R

>
2

s as as

R

2 0200
ORI

5232

5
""""""t"t*""""
R

0200
SRR

5.-$.-$:-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.:5.-.-.:.-.:.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

5

..;.-:;.-.-:;.-

""":'t:'E:'""""""""""""""":'3'3""'":'
e

R -.-.-::..-.:..:.-.-.-.-.-.-::..-.:..:.-.-.-.-:
S s
SRR R

5

_. 2

X 5
._..- >

5

R

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.:..:.-._ oo
e

R

""""""::"t3'""""""t"t*""""""t"t*""""
SR n

5
o2

5

""""""""""":'t"t:'"""""'""'t"'""':'

e
0%

.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-..;.-.-.-.-.-.-.:5.-5.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-5.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.:.-.-.-.:

53

23

RRssIss

:..::-.-:-.-:-.-.:..-:_t.::-.-.-.-.-.-.:..-.:..:.-.-.-.-.-.-.:..-.:..:.-.-.-.-.-.-.:..-.:..:.-.-.-.-:
S
00
3%

5 5
:..:.-.-:-.-:-.-:3:.-:_t.::-.-.-.-.-.-:t-:=:-:-.-.-.-.-.-:t-:t-:-.-.-.-.-.-:i'.-:t-:-.-.-.-:
S

SR
e

SRR
e

-.-.-.:.-.:.-.:::..:.:..:.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.::3'..:. <
5 2

5 5
-.-.-.-:-.-:-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-:t-:t-:-.-.-.-:" °

R R
aaa,a,att,t,a“mmm,wxw S
SR R

3 S
S s

2

33X

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-:t-:t-:-.-.-.-.-. 33X
2%

X S
=:::-.-:-.-:-.-:t-:-.:.-.-.-.-.-.-:i'.-.t-.-.-.-.-.-.

FIG. 13A



U.S. Patent Jun. 25,2024 Sheet 26 of 27 US 12,022,357 Bl

R—
R
.-.-.-:-.-:-.-:-.

R _-.-.-.-.-.-:
AR
L

5

AR

s
SR
SRR

R S
-.-.-.-.-.-:t-:t-:-.-.-.-.-.-:=:-:t-:-.-.-.-.-.-:t-:i'.-:-.-.-.-:i'.tt-:tti'. :

o
-.-.-.-.-.-:-.-.:..-.-.-.-.-.-.-:-.-.:..-.-.-.-.-.-.-:-.-.:..-.-.-.-.-.-.:::..:.:..:.:.._

58
Height

AR

5

-.-.-.-.-.-.t-.t-:-.-.-.-.-.-:=:-._t.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.t-:t-:i'. e

851
Aspeact

e

5

s
SR S
SRR

1320

-.-:t-:i'.-:-.-.-.-.-.-:t-:t-:i'. e
-.:.-.:.:..-.-.-.-.-.-.:::..-.:..:.:.._

s
22 SR
.-..;.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.:..;.:.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

e
s
SR
DR

5

e

%, v

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.:::..-.:..:.-.-.-.-.-.:::..:.:..:.:.._

o
- -.-.:.:..:.:..:.-.-.-._

FIG. 13B




US 12,022,357 B1

Sheet 27 of 27

Jun. 25, 2024

U.S. Patent

0svlL
(sweiboid) | i’
e 8pog JBUI0
51241 Sl
LIBISAG \.il,.\ e
BugelsdQ mmv«jl a4 :/
A N
Aiowen | | woishs
Buniioaa _ uoneseooY Buissantld w SUONEOIUNIILIOD
]
%) 41
18pesy BIPS (s)ooineq (s)eomeq (s)eainaq (<)
abei0ig sjqepeoy 9BRI0Ig ndno ndu SINdD
Bmndwo)
\‘
BGZYL _ o 4 ' I
1A 21 Givi Oivl o144
2IpsiN
obei0lS ajqepesy
Jenduion
\il
aeerl

00l




US 12,022,357 B1

1
CONTENT PRESENTATION AND LAYERING
ACROSS MULTIPLE DEVICES

CROSS REFERENCES

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 16/664,778 filed on Oct. 25, 2019; which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/194,094
filed on Jun. 27, 2016 (now U.S. Pat. No. 10,484,824 issued
on Nov. 19, 2019), each of which are incorporated herein by
reference. Application Ser. No. 15/194,094 claims the ben-
efit of the following U.S. Provisional Applications:

U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/185,422, filed on
Jun. 26, 2015, entitled “INTERACTING WITH AN
IIVIMERSIVE ENVIRONMENT,” by Johnston et al,
which is incorporated herein by reference;

U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/232,985, filed on
Sep. 25, 2015, entitled “CONTENT PRESENTATION
AND LAYERING ACROSS MULTIPLE DEVICES,”
by Koperwas et al, which is incorporated herein by
reference and

U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/291,648, filed on
Feb. 5, 2016, entitled “CONTENT PRESENTATION
AND LAYERING ACROSS MULTIPLE DEVICES,”
by Koperwas et al, which is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

Augmented reality includes a live view of a real-world
environment that is augmented by computer generated sen-
sory input(s), such as GPS graphics, video, sound, data
statistics, and so forth. In contrast to virtual reality, which
replaces the real-world environment with a simulated one,
augmented reality elements are often displayed in real time
in semantic context with elements of the real-world envi-
ronment. For example, sports scores can be displayed on a
television during a basketball game on a same screen.
Headmounted displays can also be used to place the virtual
images over a view of the physical world such that both are
in the user’s field of view.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In some embodiments, a computer-implemented method
may include causing first content to be displayed on a
display device. The method may also include determining a
location of a mobile device relative to the display device. In
some embodiments, the mobile device may be positioned
such that the first content is visible to a viewer of the mobile
device. The method may additionally include causing sec-
ond content to be displayed on the mobile device such that
the second content is layered over the first content.

In some embodiments, a non-transitory, computer-read-
able medium may include instructions that, when executed
by one or more processors, cause the one or more processors
to perform operations including causing first content to be
displayed on a display device. The operations may also
include determining a location of a mobile device relative to
the display device. In some embodiments, the mobile device
may be positioned such that the first content is visible to a
viewer of the mobile device. The operations may addition-
ally include causing second content to be displayed on the
mobile device such that the second content is layered over
the first content.

In some embodiments, a system may include one or more
processors and one or more memory devices. The one or
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2

more memory devices may include instructions that, when
executed by the one or more processors, cause the one or
more processors to perform operations including causing
first content to be displayed on a display device. The method
may also include determining a location of a mobile device
relative to the display device. In some embodiments, the
mobile device may be positioned such that the first content
is visible to a viewer of the mobile device. The method may
additionally include causing second content to be displayed
on the mobile device such that the second content is layered
over the first content.

In any of the embodiments described herein, one more of
the following features may be included in any combination
and without limitation. The method/operations may also
include determining dimensions of the display device, and
generating or altering a displayed size of the second content
based at least in part on the dimensions of the display device
and the location of the mobile device. The method/opera-
tions may also include determining an orientation of the
mobile device relative to the display device, and generating
or altering the second content based at least in part on the
orientation of the mobile device. The mobile device may
include a pair of augmented-reality (AR) glasses worn by
the viewer, the display device may include a theater screen
in a movie theater, and the first content may include a movie.
A blur effect may be applied to the first content, and the blur
effect need not be applied to the second content. The
method/operations may additionally include determining a
location of a second mobile device relative to the display
device, where the second mobile device may be positioned
such that the first content is visible to a viewer of the second
mobile device, and causing third content to be displayed on
the second mobile device such that the third content is
layered over the first content. The second content may
include an object, the third content may include the object,
when viewed through the mobile device, the object may
appear at a first location relative to the display device, and
when viewed through the second mobile device, the object
may appear at the first location relative to the display device.
Alternatively, when viewed through the second mobile
device, the object may appear at a second location relative
to the display device, where the second location relative to
the display device is different from the first location relative
to the display device. The second content may include an
object following a first motion path, the third content may
include the object following a second motion path, the first
motion path may be different from the second motion path
relative to the display device, and the first motion path when
viewed through the mobile device may be the same as the
second motion path when viewed through the second mobile
device. The method/operations may also include receiving a
first input from the mobile device, and receiving a second
input from the second mobile device, where the second input
may be received after the first input is received, the object
may begin following the first motion path based on when the
first input is received, and the object may begin following
the second motion path based on when the second input is
received.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A further understanding of the nature and advantages of
the present invention may be realized by reference to the
remaining portions of the specification and the drawings,
wherein like reference numerals are used throughout the
several drawings to refer to similar components. In some
instances, a sub-label is associated with a reference numeral
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to denote one of multiple similar components. When refer-
ence is made to a reference numeral without specification to
an existing sub-label, it is intended to refer to all such
multiple similar components.

FIG. 1A illustrates an environment for presenting layered
content across multiple devices, according to some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 1B illustrates a custom hardware/software system
for generating and displaying layered content on multiple
devices, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 2 illustrates examples of the first mobile device,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 3A illustrates a scene displayed by the display
system in the absence of the first mobile device, according
to some embodiments.

FIG. 3B illustrates the same scene displayed by the
mobile device in the absence of display system, according to
some embodiments.

FIG. 3C illustrates the same scene displayed by the
mobile device with the display system, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 3D illustrates the same scene after a change of
position or orientation of the mobile device 178, according
to some embodiments.

FIG. 4A illustrates the relative sizing of an image ren-
dered for display on the mobile device as it appears layered
against the screen, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 4B illustrates the scene of FIG. 4A at a new
perspective, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5A illustrates an image displayed on the mobile
device that is attached to the screen and consistent across
viewing locations, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5B illustrates an image displayed on the mobile
device when viewed from a position to the left of the screen,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 6A illustrates an image displayed on the mobile
device that is attached to a screen location with a consistent
screen projection, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 6B illustrates the image displayed on the mobile
device when viewed from a rightward viewing location,
according to some embodiments.

FIG. 7A illustrates an example of how a motion path
traveled by an object projected on the mobile device can
change according to viewing location, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 7B illustrates a motion path that has been altered
according to a different viewing location, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 8 illustrates a blur effect added to background
landscape elements displayed on the screen, according to
some embodiments.

FIG. 9A illustrates individualized motion paths for inter-
active content at two different locations, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 9B illustrates how the timing of various character
interactions with the audience can be individualized, accord-
ing to some embodiments.

FIG. 10A illustrates how content displayed on the mobile
device can be compressed in depth based on a distance to the
screen 152, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 10B illustrates an effect for viewers that are far from
the screen, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 11A illustrates how a dynamic compositing opera-
tion can be used to have objects displayed by the mobile
device interact with objects displayed on the screen, accord-
ing to some embodiments.
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FIG. 11B illustrates how the character passes behind the
first tree while moving along the motion path, according to
some embodiments.

FIG. 11C illustrates how the character is viewed differ-
ently at the same point in time from a different location in
the viewing environment, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 12 illustrates a flowchart of a computer-implemented
method for displaying layered content across multiple
devices, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 13 A illustrates an example user interface, according
to some embodiments.

FIG. 13B illustrates an example user interface 1324
similar to that shown in FIG. 13A, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary computer system, in
which parts of various embodiments of the present invention
may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments described herein may be directed at the
integration and synchronization of content shown over a
screen with additional content displayed via, for example, a
pair of augmented-reality (AR) glasses. For example, a
feature film may be presented over a typical movie screen.
A pair of AR glasses worn by a viewer may simultaneously
present additional content that augments the content pre-
sented over the screen. In this way, various visual effects
and/or additional information may be conveyed to the
viewer to enhance the viewer’s experience. Illustratively, a
pitcher may be shown as throwing a baseball in a movie
presented over a screen. At some point, the baseball may
“pop-out” of the screen by being transitioned for display
over AR glasses worn by a viewer.

In some embodiments, a display system manages the
integration and synchronization of content presented over a
screen with additional content presented via a pair of AR
glasses. In one aspect, the presentation system automatically
tracks the location of every pair of AR glasses within an
viewing environment. Specifically, the AR glasses may
include one or more sensors and/or communication devices,
such as GPS sensors, WiFi, bluetooth, cameras, visual
markers, etc. The sensors/communication devices may be
used to track the locations of each viewer within the audi-
torium. The presentation system and/or each pair of AR
glasses may further automatically determine the real and/or
viewer relative dimensions of the screen in the auditorium.

Based on the locations of each pair of AR glasses and the
screen dimensions, the presentation system determines how
the additional content for each individual pair of AR glasses
is to be presented to a corresponding viewer. Specifically, the
positioning, orientation, size, and other features of the
additional content may be automatically adjusted so that the
additional content can be correctly integrated with the
content presented over the screen for each viewer. Other
viewers wearing other AR glasses may have the additional
content be adjusted differently since they may be sitting at
different locations within the auditorium.

As an example, an auditorium may be divided into
multiple logical zones. The presentation system may indi-
cate to a pair of AR glasses to present the additional content
based on the zone in which the AR glasses are located. For
instance, if a viewer were located at a logical zone on the
right side of the auditorium, the presentation system may
have the additional content presented to the viewer in a
manner that compensates for the fact that the viewer is at the
right side of the auditorium. Illustratively, the additional
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content may be placed in a particular position based on the
fact that the viewer is located in the logical zone on the right
side of the auditorium. The additional content may be placed
at a different position for viewers located in other logical
zones.

As another example, the AR glasses may automatically
use a built-in camera or some other sensor to determine the
dimensions of the screen in an auditorium relative to the
viewer wearing the AR glasses. Based on this determination,
the AR glasses may present the additional content such that
it is scaled based on the determined relative dimensions of
the screen for the viewer. For instance, a first user in an
auditorium may be presented the additional content at a
scale of 90%. A second user in the auditorium who is further
back (and thus the relative dimensions of the screen may be
smaller) may be presented the additional content at a scale
of 50%.

As still another example, the presentation system may
automatically use information regarding the location of the
AR glasses and the predefined real dimensions of the screen
to scale the additional content, which it then provides to the
AR glasses for presentation to the user. For example, based
on the real dimensions of the screen and the location of the
AR glasses, the presentation system can determine the
dimensions of the screen relative to the viewer wearing the
AR glasses. Based on this determination, the presentation
system can scale the additional content so that it appears
“correct” relative to the content presented over the screen.

In some aspects, the additional content may be automati-
cally synchronized with the content presented over the
screen. In some aspects, a camera or microphone built into
the AR glasses may be used to trigger or signal when certain
events are occurring in the feature film and cause certain
portions of the additional content to be accordingly pre-
sented. In one aspect, the aforementioned triggering may be
based on the matching of audio or image-based fingerprints.
In other aspects, the presentation system may keep track of
the run-time of the feature film. Based on the run-time, the
presentation system may signal to the AR glasses when to
present portions of the additional content.

Throughout the rest of this disclosure, a particular view-
ing environment will be used as an example. This viewing
environment may be described as a traditional movie theater
auditorium with a plurality of seats and a large screen at the
front of the viewing area onto which a motion picture is
projected. Each of the viewers seated in the auditorium may
be equipped with a mobile device, such as the AR glasses
described above. The mobile device can provide additional
layered content that appears in an immersive and fluid
fashion with the content projected on the screen. However,
it will be understood that this particular viewing environ-
ment is merely used by way of example, and is not meant to
be limiting. Other environments may also include a home
with a television screen replacing the movie theater screen
described below, and a tablet device, laptop device, mobile
phone, and/or the like replacing the AR glasses described
above. Therefore, throughout the remainder of this disclo-
sure, any of the specific devices, arrangements, systems, or
architectures that specifically refer to the theater environ-
ment may also be readily applied to a home viewing
environment, or any other similar viewing environment, in
any combination and without limitation.

FIG. 1A illustrates an environment 100 for presenting
layered content across multiple devices, according to some
embodiments. The environment 100 may include a display
system and a mobile device. It should be appreciated that
there may be additional components to the representative
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system. Additionally, certain components may not necessar-
ily be required by the system. Components may also be
combined. In one embodiment, each of the components in
the system may be connected over a suitable connection. In
certain embodiments, the components may be connected
over the Internet or a local Intranet.

The display system may include devices suitable for
projecting or displaying an item of content, such as a movie.
The movie may include a digital animated film, a live-action
film, a videogame, and/or any combination thereof. In some
embodiments, the display system may include a projection
device 150 and/or a screen 152. The projection device 150
may project an item of content onto the screen 152. In other
embodiments, the screen 152 may include an active screen
display, such as a television, an LCD television, a wall of
LED screens, and/or the like. In still other embodiments, the
display system may include a computer with a monitor, a
tablet device, a smartphone, a watch, a portable DVD player,
etc. For example, some embodiments may omit the projec-
tion device 150, and the screen 152 can actively display the
item of content.

The mobile device may be a set of virtual reality or
augmented reality glasses or goggles. The mobile device
may also include portable screens, such as the smart phone,
a tablet device, a watch, a laptop computer, and/or the like.
In some embodiments, the mobile device may include a
display or a mechanism for projecting images that are visible
to a user. The display of the mobile device may be trans-
parent or semi-transparent such that a user can also see
through the display. The projection of images over the
display of the mobile device may only obscure a portion of
the field of view of the user. In this way, a user can view both
the image displayed by the mobile device and at least a
portion of the physical environment behind the display of
the mobile device.

In some embodiments, the physical environment behind
the display of the mobile device may include the screen 152.
In these embodiments, the user can simultaneously view
both an image displayed by the first mobile device and at
least a portion of the display of the screen 152. The embodi-
ments described herein layer content between the screen 152
and the mobile device in a seamless and interactive way,
such that the user is provided with an immersive content
experience that is unique based on their location in the
environment 100.

In certain embodiments, the display system may load an
item of content, such as a movie, and begin presenting the
item of content to one or more users. Although not shown
explicitly due to size constraints in FIG. 1A, each viewer
sitting in the seats depicted in the environment 100 may be
equipped with a mobile device. When referring to a specific
viewer in a specific location in the environment 100, the
mobile device used by that specific viewer may be referred
to as the “first mobile device” or simply the “mobile device.”
For example, the environment 100 includes locations 120,
122, 124, and 126, each of which may include a user
equipped with a mobile device. When referring specifically
to the experience of a user sitting in location 120, the mobile
device of the user in location 120 may be referred to as the
“mobile device.” When comparing the viewing experience
of users in different locations, the respective mobile devices
may be referred to as the “first mobile device” and the
“second mobile device.” Therefore, it will be understood
that the terms “first” and “second” do not imply ordering,
precedence, and/or preference. Instead, these terms are used
merely to distinguish one mobile device from another
mobile device.
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FIG. 1B illustrates a custom hardware/software system
for generating and displaying layered content on multiple
devices, according to some embodiments. The system may
include a content repository 156 that includes one or more
different types of content. First, the content repository 156
may include a content data store 162 that includes content to
be displayed by the display system 164. In some embodi-
ments, the content data store 162 may include full-length
movies or complete media productions that can be displayed
on the screen 152. The content data store 162 may include
a plurality of two-dimensional (2-D) frames that can be
sequentially displayed on the screen 152.

The system may also include a mobile device 178, such
as a pair of augmented-reality glasses 152. The system may
be configured to display additional content on the mobile
device 178 during playback of the content in the content data
store 162 on the screen 152. In some embodiments, a
position and/or orientation of the mobile device 178 may be
known and static, in that the position and orientation of the
mobile device 178 is constant and unchanging during play-
back of the content from the content data store 162. In this
case, the additional content to be displayed on the mobile
device 178 can also be stored as a plurality of 2-D frames
that are displayed on the mobile device 178. In these
embodiments, no additional rendering or compositing may
be necessary in order to display the additional content on the
mobile device 178.

In some embodiments, the position and/or orientation of
the mobile device 178 may be unknown and/or changing
during playback of the content from the content data store
162. In these embodiments, the system can generate a
sequence of 2-D frames to be displayed on the mobile device
178 that account for the position and/or orientation of the
mobile device 178. In some cases, the approximate position
of the mobile device 178 may be known, but the orientation
of'the mobile device 178 may be allowed to change dynami-
cally. The content repository 156 may also include a ren-
dered scene elements data store 162 that includes scene
elements rendered from a particular approximate position of
the mobile device 178. These rendered scene elements can
be retrieved by a mobile content processor 166 and pro-
cessed into a sequence of 2-D frames for display on a mobile
device. The rendered scene elements can be inserted into a
compositing engine 172 to be edited before being sent to the
mobile device 178 for display. In some scenes, the rendered
scene elements may interact with elements of the content
from the content repository 162 currently being displayed on
the screen 152. For example, a character or object being
displayed on the mobile device 178 may pass behind an
object being displayed on the screen 152. The compositing
engine 172 can generate a matte or cut out that removes a
portion of the rendered scene elements comprising the
character or object as it passes behind the object displayed
on screen 152. An example of this situation is described
below in greater detail.

In the situation described above where a series of ren-
dered, 2-D frames have been stored corresponding to a
specific location in front of the screen 152, that set of 2-D
frames can be used for all viewer locations position at that
orientation from the screen 152, regardless of the distance
from the screen (z-depth). However, while the same images
may be reused, the distance from the screen can be used to
scale, skew, and/or stretch each of these images based on
distance from the screen. This may be done to compensate
for the fact that an object displayed on the mobile device
close to the screen will look very small, while the same
object displayed at the same size on the mobile device far
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away from the screen will look very large in comparison to
objects on the screen. Examples of this type of scaling are
shown in greater detail in the examples given below.

The mobile content processor 166 may be co-imple-
mented with the content repository 156, and may transmit
the sequence of 2-D frames to the mobile device 178 after
the sequence is generated. In other embodiments, the mobile
content processor 166 may be integrated with the mobile
device 178 such that each mobile device 178 in the envi-
ronment 100 is able to process its own individual sequence
of 2-D frames for display. In a theater with hundreds of
viewers, pushing the mobile content processor 166 out to
each of the individual mobile devices 178 can alleviate
decentralized transmission and/or generation of 3-D images.

In some embodiments, the content to be displayed on the
mobile device 178 may be generated in real time as the
content from the content repository 162 is displayed on the
screen 152. A 3-D scene content repository 158 can store
animated sequences for a 3-D scene that can be rendered in
real time for display on the mobile device 178. The mobile
content processor 166 can accept an animation sequence
comprising 3-D scene elements. Turning back briefly to FIG.
1A, a location where the viewer is sitting can be used as a
position of a virtual camera in the 3-D virtual scene. The
image plane for the rendered scene can be positioned
directly in front of the 3-D virtual camera to correspond to
the position of the screen/lens of the mobile device 178 in
front of the viewer’s eye. The content in the content reposi-
tory 162 being displayed on the screen 152 may have been
rendered from the same scene with the image plane posi-
tioned at the location of the screen 152 relative to the
position of the mobile device 178 and the viewer. The
position and/or orientation of the mobile device 178 can be
tracked in real time and fed into the rendering engine 170
such that the position/orientation of the virtual camera and
image plane can be updated in real-time. The rendering
engine 170 can use the tracked position and the 3-D scene
content in order to generate a rendered set of 2-D images for
display a mobile device.

When the position of the mobile device 178 is directly in
front of the screen 152, the rendered scene elements can be
displayed without alteration on the mobile device 178.
However, when the location of the mobile device 178 is to
the left or right of the center of the screen 152, the rendered
content may need to be skewed in order to match the
apparent skew of the screen 152. For example, when the
viewer is sitting in location 124 of the environment 100 of
FIG. 1A, the rendered 3-D elements can be displayed on the
mobile device 178 without alteration. However, when a
viewer is sitting in location 126, the objects appearing on the
screen 152 will appear skewed because of the viewing angle
relative to the screen 152. To solve this problem, a skew
operation 168 can be added to the mobile content processor
162 that uses the location of the mobile device 178 to skew
the geometry of the 3-D elements before they are rendered
by the rendering engine 170. Alternatively or additionally,
stored 2-D images can be stretched or compressed in the
direction of the required skew without performing another
rendering operation. An example of this situation is
described in greater detail later in this disclosure.

As the viewer is viewing the item of content while
wearing the mobile device 178, the mobile device 178 may
display additional content to augment the item of content
displayed by the display system. This may require a syn-
chronization process 174 to coordinate the timing of images
displayed on the screen 152 and images displayed on the
mobile device 178. For example, the mobile device 178 may
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be configured to detect when certain scenes or events are
occurring within the content displayed on screen 152. In one
embodiment, the mobile device 178 may detect such events
by using a built in camera to match a currently displayed
frame by the screen 152 with a predefined frame represen-
tative of the scene or event. In another embodiment, the
mobile device 178 may detect such events by using a built
in microphone to determine whether the audio currently
being presented by the display system matches with a
predefined audio representative of the scene or event. In yet
another embodiment, a communication link between the
display system and the mobile device 178 may be estab-
lished. The display system may send a signal to the mobile
device 178 via the communication link to indicate triggering
or occurrence of a scene or event. If a match/event/scene is
detected, the mobile device 178 may automatically present
additional content associated with the scene or event. In
some embodiments, the additional content may only be
presented on a portion of the display of the mobile device
178. The remaining portion may be kept transparent so that
a user can still view the content being displayed over the
screen 152. In this way, the additional content presented by
the mobile device 178 can appear to be layered over,
overlaid, or composited with the content being displayed by
the screen 152. As an illustrative example, a user may be
viewing a movie showing a starship battle scene. When the
particular scene is detected by the mobile device 178, the
mobile device 178 may display a flying saucer that appears
to interact with the content being displayed over the pro-
jection device 150. This may only be perceived by the user
wearing the mobile device 178. Users who are not wearing
mobile devices may not perceive the flying saucer or any
additional content.

The mobile device 178 may include one or more position
tracking sensors 180. In some embodiments, the sensors
may include accelerometers, gyroscopes, GPS receivers,
gravitation sensors, and/or digital compasses. The sensors
can be used to determine a position and/or orientation of the
mobile device 178 by measuring displacements from an
initial, known position. For example, each mobile device in
FIG. 1A could be assigned to a specific seat location in the
environment 100. At the beginning of the movie, the viewer
may be instructed to look directly at a symbol in the middle
of the screen 152 to establish a known, initial orientation.
From that point, the accelerometers and gyroscopes could be
sampled to measure displacements from this initial position.
These sensors, along with a gravitational sensor can be used
to measure a change in orientation from the initial orienta-
tion.

In some embodiments, the tracking sensors 180 may
include a radio transmitter and/or an RFID chip. Radio
receivers can be positioned throughout the environment 100
and used to ping the RFID chip on the mobile device 178.
These external radio receivers may be one of a plurality of
position tracking sensors 176 that are distributed throughout
the environment 100. By measuring the ping time for each
mobile device of each of the position tracking sensors 178
of the environment 100, a position of the mobile device 178
can be triangulated. In some embodiments, the GPS receiver
can be integrated into the mobile device 178 and used to
determine a position of the mobile device 178. In some
embodiments, the position tracking sensors 178 may include
a plurality of cameras. The cameras may be configured to
detect fiducial markers that are installed as part of the
position tracking sensors 180 on the mobile device 178. For
example, a graphic symbol resembling a QR code can be
placed on the mobile device 178 and tracked by the cameras.
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FIG. 2 illustrates examples of a mobile device, according
to some embodiments. In order to display content on the
mobile device, the mobile device may be small enough that
only a portion of the content displayed on the display system
is obscured. In some embodiments, the mobile device may
be transparent or semitransparent such that the content
displayed by the display system is visible through the
content displayed on the mobile device. In some embodi-
ments, the mobile device may have a transparent display
area that is transparent everywhere except where content is
displayed by the mobile device.

In one specific example that may be used for illustrative
purposes throughout this description, the mobile device may
include an augmented-reality headset or virtual-reality head-
set (VR). A virtual-reality headset 202 may include a head-
mounted device configured to provide an immersive virtual
reality experience. It may include a stereoscopic head-
mounted display providing separate images for each eye,
along with head or motion tracking sensors. The sensors
may include gyroscopes, accelerometers, structured light
systems, and so forth. In some embodiments, the virtual-
reality headset 202 may also include headphones, eye track-
ing sensors, and/or input controllers that may be accessed by
a user.

In some embodiments, an augmented-reality (AR) head-
set 204 may include a head-mounted display that allows
viewing of both images of the physical world and virtual
objects that are projected by the augmented-reality headset
into the user’s field of view. In some embodiments, the
augmented-reality headset may include eyeglasses, visors,
goggles, or other devices resembling such. Some embodi-
ments may include eyewear that employs cameras to inter-
cept a real-world view that is redisplayed for the user.
Embodiments that display a real-time real-world image for
the viewer qualify as “transparent or semitransparent” for
the purposes of this description. Other embodiments may
include a heads up display, contact lenses, a virtual retina
display, EyeTap® technology, and so forth. Like the virtual-
reality headset 202, the augmented-reality headset 204 may
include position-tracking devices, such as digital cameras,
optical sensors, accelerometers, GPS receivers, gyroscopes,
solid-state compasses, RFID chips, wireless sensors, and so
forth, that track the location and/or orientation of a user’s
head. The augmented reality headset 204 may also include
input devices, such as gesture recognition systems, touch-
pads, buttons, microphones, and/or sensors that are config-
ured to interpret a user’s body movements as inputs.

FIG. 3A illustrates a scene displayed by the display
system in the absence of a mobile device, according to some
embodiments. Specifically, a landscape is displayed by the
display system as seen by a user who is not wearing a mobile
device (e.g., set of VR/AR goggles). The screen 152 illus-
trates a plurality of trees 302 as part of the landscape. In
some embodiments, it may not be readily apparent to a
viewer that any object is missing from the landscape dis-
played by the display system. This can be used to ensure that
viewers that are not equipped with a compatible mobile
device are still able to enjoy the content displayed by the
display system.

FIG. 3B illustrates the same scene displayed by the
mobile device 178 in the absence of the display system,
according to some embodiments. Specifically, the same
landscape displayed by the display system is viewed through
the mobile device 178. The representation of the mobile
device 178 in FIG. 3B represents the view of a user looking
through the mobile device 178. For example, FIG. 3B may
represent a user looking through the view of a pair of
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augmented-reality glasses. As can be seen, the mobile device
178 displays a motorcycle 306. Also, the mobile device 178
does not display any of the background scene elements, such
as the plurality of trees 302 that are part of the landscape
displayed by the display device in FIG. 3A. As with the
display device, some embodiments can present content in
such a way that the content can still be enjoyed using the
mobile device 178 in the absence of the display system.

FIG. 3C illustrates the same scene displayed by the
mobile device 178 with the display system, according to
some embodiments. Specifically, the landscape, including
the plurality of trees 302, continues to be displayed by the
display device. The display of the mobile device 178 is
transparent such that the plurality of trees 302 is still visible
to a viewer who is looking through the mobile device 178.
The motorcycle 306 displayed by the mobile device 178 is
now layered on top of the landscape displayed by the display
system. In some embodiments, the motorcycle 306 can
blend seamlessly in with the other elements of the landscape
displayed by the display device, such that it is indistinguish-
able to a user that the motorcycle 306 is not displayed by the
display system. In other embodiments, the motorcycle 306
can be displayed such that it appears to “leap out” of the
landscape of the display device to present a three-dimen-
sional experience that is not constrained by the size of the
screen 152.

FIG. 3D illustrates the same scene after a change of
position or orientation of the mobile device 178, according
to some embodiments. The change in position of the mobile
device 178 may be attributed to a user moving and/or
rotating his/her head while wearing the mobile device 178.
Using the position tracking sensors described above (e.g.,
GPS, accelerometers, gyroscopes, digital compass, etc.), the
mobile device 178 can detect the change in location and/or
orientation of the mobile device 178 and adjust the display
presented by the mobile device 178 accordingly. Specifi-
cally, the location of the motorcycle 306 in the landscape
relative to the plurality of trees 302 has not changed despite
the change in location/orientation of the mobile device 178.
Thus, although the image displayed by the mobile device
178 may be dependent on the location of the mobile device
178 in the environment 100, movements or rotations of the
mobile device 304 need not affect the presentation of the
content of the mobile device 304 relative to the content
displayed by the screen 152. In other words, the content
displayed on the mobile device 178 can move with the
viewer’s head such that it appears to stay in the same place
relative to the display of the screen 152.

FIG. 4A illustrates the relative sizing of an image ren-
dered for display on the mobile device as it appears layered
against the screen, according to some embodiments. Stereo
images of the motorcycle 306 can be generated for display
on the mobile device 178. FIG. 4A depicts the screens/lenses
of the mobile device 178. Because the image plane corre-
sponding to the mobile device 178 is closer to the position
of'the virtual camera (i.e., the eye of the viewer 402) then the
image plane of the screen 152 in the virtual 3-D scene and
in the environment 100, the image of the motorcycle 306
displayed on the mobile device 178 may be sized such that
the motorcycle 306 appears proportionally correct when
visually layered against the screen 152 according to the
perception of the viewer 402.

FIG. 4B illustrates the scene of FIG. 4A at a new
perspective, according to some embodiments. As described
above, some of the three-dimensional elements may need to
be skewed before being rendered in order to have the image
displayed on the mobile device 178 match the skew of the
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images displayed on the screen 152. In FIG. 4B, the user 402
is positioned to the extreme left side of the screen 152 (e.g.,
location 122 of FIG. 1A). Because the viewer 402 will view
the screen 152 from an angle, 2-D images displayed on the
screen 152 will be skewed compared to how the same
images would be perceived when viewing the screen 152
from the center of the environment 100. The angle at which
the viewer 402 deviates from the 90° normal of the screen
152 can be used as a factor in a skew angle to deform the 3-D
object of the motorcycle 306 before his rendered for display
on the mobile device 178, or to stretch/compress preren-
dered 2-D images for display on the mobile device 178. By
doing so, skewed images of the motorcycle 306 displayed on
the mobile device 178 in FIG. 4B can match the skew of the
screen 152, such that the motorcycle 306 will appear to be
a normal part of the scene on the screen 152.

FIG. 5A illustrates an image displayed on the mobile
device that is attached to the screen and consistent across
viewing locations, according to some embodiments. In this
embodiment, the motorcycle 306 is “attached” to the screen
152. In other words, the motorcycle 306 is close enough to
the screen 152 that the position of the motorcycle 306 in the
3-D virtual environment from which the mobile device
images are rendered does not change. This embodiment
gives the appearance of a 3-D projection coming out of the
screen to the viewer, but does not change location based on
the location of the viewer. To illustrate, a mobile device on
a viewer sitting in location 124 directly in front of the screen
152 will see the motorcycle 306 as shown in FIG. 5A.
Although appearing to pop out from the screen 152, the
projection 502 of the motorcycle 306 will be directly behind
the motorcycle 306 on the screen 152.

FIG. 5B illustrates an image displayed on the mobile
device when viewed from a position to the left of the screen
152, according to some embodiments. In FIG. 5B, the
motorcycle 306 is located at the same position in the 3-D
virtual scene from which the mobile device content is
rendered. Therefore, the motorcycle 306 will appear to a
viewer location 122 to be in the same real-world position as
it would to the viewer in location 124. However, the
projection 502 of the motorcycle 306 onto the screen 152
would be shifted to the right. These embodiments allow
viewers to all see the same image at the same location in
real-world coordinates. The difference in the location of the
projection 502 on the screen 152 will be minimized because
the motorcycle 306 is still relatively close to the screen 152
in real-world coordinates.

FIG. 6A illustrates an image displayed on the mobile
device that is attached to a screen location with a consistent
screen projection, according to some embodiments. In this
example, the viewer in location 122 would see the real-
world position of the image of the motorcycle 306 shifted to
the left such that the projection 502 of the motorcycle 306
remains in the center of the screen 152. In contrast, FIG. 6B
illustrates the image displayed on the mobile device when
viewed from a rightward viewing location, according to
some embodiments. Specifically, when viewed from loca-
tion 126, the image displayed on the mobile device will
show the motorcycle 306 shifted in real-world coordinates to
the right. However, the projection 502 of the motorcycle 306
will remain in the same location as the projection 502 in
FIG. 6A. In other words, the projection 502 of the motor-
cycle 306 on the screen 152 remains consistent regardless of
viewing location.

In order for these embodiments to be realized, the location
of the mobile device can be tracked by the system and used
to shift the positioning of the 3-D elements in the virtual 3-D
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scene. For example, the 3-D model of the motorcycle 306 in
the 3-D scene would be moved to the left such that the
projection through the virtual camera (i.e., the viewer loca-
tion) and the projection 502 on the image pane of the movie
lines up with the 3-D model of the motorcycle 306. The
projection 502 on the image pane of the screen 152 will be
consistent across all viewing locations. However, the posi-
tion of the 3-D model of the motorcycle 306 to be rendered
will change based on viewing location.

In some embodiments, each individual mobile device may
have an individually rendered image displayed for the
prospective viewers. In some embodiments, the environ-
ment 100 can be subdivided into spatial zones, 132, 135,
138, with each viewer in that zone receiving the same image
for display on a mobile device. Although the exact position-
ing of viewers with an the spatial zones 132, 135, 138 may
differ, the viewing experience may be substantially the same.
This may reduce the bandwidth and processing needed for
generating and/or transmitting real-time scene images to
viewers. Although not shown explicitly, the spatial zones
132, 135, 138 can also be formed to extend radially out from
a center point of the screen 152. The same images may then
be used for each of the spatial zones, with the images being
stretched/skewed as described elsewhere in this disclosure.

FIG. 7A illustrates an example of how a motion path
traveled by an object projected on the mobile device can
change according to viewing location, according to some
embodiments. In some motion sequences, an object may
begin as being attached to the screen, then break away from
the screen and move out into the audience. This can provide
a 3-D effect that is not tied to the screen 152 or limited by
the screen size. For example he viewer could look to the side
and see a character from the movie walking down the aisle
of the movie theater outside of the background of the screen
152. The motorcycle 306 could drive out over the audience
and back onto the screen.

As described above, there are at least two different modes
for generating images to be displayed on the mobile device.
First, the object can be tied to a location on the screen such
that the position of the object in the movie theater (i.e.,
real-world coordinates) does not change based on viewing
location. Second, the object can be tied to individual view-
ing locations, where the position and/or motion path of the
object is altered to generate a motion sequence that is the
same from the perspective of the viewer, but different from
the perspective of the screen 152.

In the example of FIG. 7A, the motorcycle 306 can follow
a motion path 704 that pulls away from the screen, goes out
into the audience, performs a stunt 706, and drives back onto
the screen 152. The motion path 704 begins at the far left
side of the screen 152. As the motorcycle 306 enters the
scene from the left, it can be attached to the screen as
described above. As the motorcycle 306 follows the motion
path 704 out into the audience, the motorcycle 306 can break
away from the screen. In order to generate the motion path
704, a separate rendering operation and/or compositing
operation may be performed for each mobile device. The
motion path 704 can be dynamically adjusted such that the
stunt 706 can be performed right in front of each individual
viewer. For example, a viewer in location 702 would have
the motion path 704 generated such that the motorcycle 306
performed the stunt 706 directly in front of location 702. For
example, the stunt may include a “fishtail” turn performed
by the motorcycle 306.

In order to generate an individualized motion path in the
3-D virtual scene, a start and end point can be defined as the
points where the motorcycle 306 detaches from the screen
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and reattaches to the screen (e.g., at the far left and far right
of the motion path 704. A third point can be set for each
individual mobile device such that the stunt occurs directly
in front of the location of the mobile device. A general shape
of the motion path can be defined for all viewing locations,
and the general shape can be fitted using a curve fitting
algorithm to the three points defined for each viewing
location.

FIG. 7B illustrates a motion path that has been altered
according to a different viewing location, according to some
embodiments. Notice that the general shape of the motion
path 704 in FIG. 7B is the same as the general shape of the
motion path 704 in FIG. 7A. The start and end points of the
motion path 704 are approximately the same, however, the
position of the stunt 706 has changed to be in front of
location 710. The final shape of the motion path 704 has
been fitted to these three points in FIG. 7B. To generate the
sequence of 2-D frames to be displayed on the mobile
device, the 3-D model of the motorcycle 306 can be moved
along the individualized motion paths for each mobile
device in a different location. This rendering operation can
be performed in real time.

In order to direct a viewer’s attention to an object dis-
played on the mobile device 178 as opposed to objects
displayed on the screen 152, a blur effect can be added to
objects on the screen 152 in contrast to a sharpened image
that can be displayed on the mobile device 178. FIG. 8
illustrates a blur effect added to background landscape
elements displayed on the screen 152, according to some
embodiments. As shown, the motorcycle 306 remains in
focus in order to draw the viewer’s attention to the motor-
cycle 306. In contrast, the other landscape elements dis-
played on screen 152 have been given a blur effect, includ-
ing the trees 302. In some embodiments, the opposite effect
may be executed, where objects such as the motorcycle 306
displayed on the mobile device 178 have a blur effect
applied, while the landscape elements displayed on screen
152 remain in focus.

FIG. 9A illustrates individualized motion paths for inter-
active content at two different locations, according to some
embodiments. In some cases, the content displayed on the
mobile devices can be individualized for each viewer, as
described above. Additionally, the timing and selection of
content may also be individualized for each mobile device.
For example, the content displayed on screen 152 can pause
or loop while an interactive portion of content is played out
over the mobile devices. The timing of the appearance of
certain content objects can be individualized, as well as the
responses generated by the content. For example, FIG. 9A
illustrates a character 902 that detaches from the screen 152
and walks out into the audience. An individualized motion
path 904 can be generated for each individual mobile device
such that the character 902 walks to a location directly in
front of each viewer. The character 902 can then express
dialogue and request a response from the viewer (e.g., ask a
question). The user can then provide an input via the mobile
device selecting one or more options presented by the
character 902. Based on the input, the behavior of the
character 910 can change. Specifically, each input can be
associated with a particular animated sequence and/or set of
3-D character models in the corresponding virtual scene.
Based on the input, these characters and/or motion paths can
be loaded into the scene and rendered in real time for
viewing on a mobile device. This provides the user with a
“choose your own adventure” style of enjoying a media
experience.
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FIG. 9B illustrates how the timing of various character
interactions with the audience can be individualized, accord-
ing to some embodiments. The motion of character 902a and
character 9025 may be triggered by an input received from
mobile devices of viewers at location 122 and location 126,
respectively. The input may have been received from the
viewer at location 122 a few seconds before input was
received from the viewer at location 126. Consequently,
character 902¢ may walk out of the screen on motion path
904a towards location 122 before character 9025 walks out
of the screen on motion path 9045 towards location 126.
Timers may also be included in the mobile content processor
described above to automatically trigger the motion of
character 9025 in cases where an input is not received within
a threshold time limit.

FIG. 10A illustrates how content displayed on the mobile
device can be compressed in depth based on a distance to the
screen 152, according to some embodiments. If the viewer
is sitting very close to the screen 152, such as an location
120, the image on the screen may be heavily “keystoned,” or
distorted in a trapezoidal fashion from bottom to top. In
other words, when looking up towards the screen, the image
will be larger at the top and on the bottom because the user
is so close to the screen. To compensate for this effect, when
the motorcycle 306 is attached to the screen 152 and meant
to blend in with the landscape elements of the scene, the
motorcycle 306 should also have a keystone effect applied.
As illustrated by FIG. 10A, the 3-D model of the motorcycle
306 can be compressed to mimic this effect on the screen.
Similarly, FIG. 10B illustrates a similar effect for viewers
that are farther from the screen. As users viewers move away
from the screen, the Z-depth (distance from the viewer) of
objects displayed on the mobile device need not be com-
pressed as they would need to be if they were closer to the
screen. Because the relative distance from the screen
changes, the Z depth of the image on the mobile device can
also change such that the distances are proportional for any
distance from the screen 152. For example, a viewer in
location 1002 would see an uncompressed version of the
motorcycle 306 that has been elongated, with the projection
502 of the motorcycle in the same location as shown in FIG.
10A.

FIG. 11A illustrates how a dynamic compositing opera-
tion can be used to have objects displayed by the mobile
device interact with objects displayed on the screen, accord-
ing to some embodiments. In this example, a character 1102
can have a defined motion path 1106 that leads behind a first
tree 1104 and in front of a second tree 1108. The character
1102 and the first tree 1104 may be displayed by the mobile
device, and thus appear to “pop out” of the screen 152 and
enter the area of the audience in the theater. The second tree
1108 can be displayed by the screen 152. The view illus-
trated by FIG. 11A will be shown from the perspective of a
viewer sitting in location 120.

In order to provide dynamic motion paths that will be
viewed differently based on location in the viewing envi-
ronment, the real-time compositing operation and/or render-
ing operation described in FIG. 1B can render, composite,
and/or display the character 1102 in relation to the first tree
1104 based on viewing location. In some embodiments, a
3-D virtual scene that includes a digital model of the
character 1102 and a digital model of the first tree 1104 can
be rendered from a position in 3-D-scene coordinates cor-
responding to the location 120 of the viewer.

FIG. 11B illustrates how the character 1102 passes behind
the first tree 1104 while moving along the motion path 1106,
according to some embodiments. At this stage, the character
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1102 would be behind the first tree 1104 from the perspec-
tive of a viewer in location 120. Rendering this scene in
real-time from the perspective of the viewer in location 120
would obscure most of the character 1102 from view behind
the first tree 1104.

In contrast, FIG. 11C illustrates how the character is
viewed differently at the same point in time from a different
location in the viewing environment, according to some
embodiments. From the perspective of a viewer in location
1112, the character 1102 has already passed out from behind
the first three 1104. This difference may occur for multiple
reasons. In some cases, the perspective of the viewer in
location 1112 may be such that the character 1102 is not
obscured by the first tree 1104. In some cases, different
timing triggers may have been activated as described in
relation to FIGS. 9A-9B such that the character 1102 has
already come out from behind the first tree 1104 while
following the motion path 1106 according to viewer at
location 1112, but the character 1102 has not yet come out
from behind the first tree 1104 according to viewer at
location 120.

The character 1102 is shown to be passing in front of the
second tree 1108 according to the motion path 1106. In some
embodiments, the character 1102 could instead pass behind
the second tree 1108, even though the second tree 1108 is
displayed by the screen 152 while the character 1102 is
displayed by the mobile device. To show the character 1102
in front of the second tree 1108, the entire character 1102 can
be rendered for display on the mobile device. Because the
mobile device display will overlay the display on the screen
152, the character 1102 will appear to be in front of the
second tree 1108. When the character 1102 is behind the
second tree 1108, the 3-D scene rendered for display on the
mobile device can include a model of the second tree 1108.
During the rendering and compositing of the image, portions
of the character 1102 will be occluded by the second tree
1108. However, the second tree 1108 can be removed from
the rendered images displayed on the mobile device. Thus,
as the character 1102 appears to walk back into the screen
152, portions of the character 1102 can be cut out of the
display of the mobile device such that the character 1102
appears to be walking behind the second tree 1108.

FIG. 12 illustrates a flowchart of a computer-implemented
method for displaying layered content across multiple
devices, according to some embodiments. The method may
include causing first content to be displayed on a first display
device (1202). The first display device may comprise a
theater screen in a movie theater. The method may further
include determining a location of a mobile device relative to
the display device (1204). Additionally, an orientation of the
mobile device may be determined relative to the display
device. The mobile device may comprise a pair of AR
glasses worn by a viewer. The mobile device may be
positioned such that the first content is visible to a viewer of
the mobile device. The method may further include causing
second content to be displayed on the mobile device such
that the second content is layered over the first content as
viewed by a viewer of the mobile device (1206). In some
embodiments, the second content may be generated and/or
altered based on a determined dimension of the display
device.

In some embodiments, the mobile device may be associ-
ated with one or more input buttons that allows the user to
turn off or remove the additional content from the first
mobile device’s display. In this way, a user can choose
whether to continue viewing the additional content layered
over the item of content or to simply view just the item of
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content alone. In some embodiments, the additional content
may be customized for the individual user. For example, if
the user’s favorite color was previously input as being blue,
then the flying saucers may be presented in a blue color. If
the user has a preference for a particular model of a starship,
the first mobile device may present the preferred starship
rather than the flying saucer. In some embodiments, the user
may have previously input the preferences directly into the
first mobile device. In other embodiments, the first mobile
device may download the preference information from a
customer account of the user after receiving explicit autho-
rization from the user to access the customer account.

In one embodiment, the mobile device may use a built-in
camera or some other sensor (depth sensor, GPS, acceler-
ometer, wifi, etc.) to determine (e.g., automatically measure)
the size of, distance from, format, and/or other attributes of
the display system. Based on this determination, the mobile
device may automatically scale the additional content that it
displays. In this way, the size of the additional content can
be made consistent with the size of the content being
presented via the display system. For example, if a user is
sitting relatively far from the screen 152 of the display
system, the mobile device may automatically determine that
objects it presents should be made accordingly smaller. As
another example, if the mobile device is used with a display
system having a screen of 20 feet across and a user of the
mobile device is sitting 5 feet away from the screen, then the
mobile device may present additional content with a scale
based on the aforementioned screen size and user distance
from the screen 152. If the mobile device is thereafter used
with another display system having a screen of 10 feet across
and the user is sitting 10 feet away from the screen, then the
first mobile device may present additional content at a
different scale based on the aforementioned subsequent
screen size and user distance from the screen.

In another embodiment, the first mobile device may
automatically determine the position of the user relative to
the display system based on a built-in camera or some other
sensor (depth sensor, GPS, accelerometer, Wi-Fi, etc.).
Based on the position of the user, the first mobile device may
place the additional content at different locations on its
display. For example, if a user is sitting at the extreme right
side of a movie theater (the display system), the first mobile
device may place its additional content based on the user’s
location.

Content Generation System

Some embodiments of the present invention are directed
at a system, method, and techniques for generating content
(e.g., a feature film). In one embodiment, a representative
system includes a rendering system, a first mobile device, a
second mobile device, a content creation system, a motion
capture system, and a third mobile device. It should be
appreciated that there may be additional components to the
representative system. Additionally, certain components
(e.g., the motion capture system) may not necessarily be
required by the system. Components may also be combined.
In one embodiment, each of the components in the system
may be connected over a suitable connection. In one
embodiment, the components may be connected over the
Internet or a local Intranet.

The rendering system may include one or more computers
capable of rendering a 3D virtual environment in real-time
and/or at interactive frame rates. The first mobile device may
be any suitable mobile device, such as a tablet, smartphone,
virtual reality/augmented reality glasses/goggles, watch,
laptop, etc. The second mobile device, likewise, can be any
suitable device, such as a tablet, smartphone, virtual reality/
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augmented reality glasses/goggles, watch, laptop, etc. The
third mobile device may also be any suitable mobile device,
such as a tablet, smartphone, virtual reality/augmented real-
ity glasses/goggles, watch, laptop, etc. The content creation
system may include one or more computers capable of
editing and/or generating highly detailed, high fidelity and/
or film production grade content. The motion capture system
may be a system that includes one or more sensors usable for
tracking the performance of a person (e.g., an actor) in a
performance space. The sensors may track the performance
of a person using one or more physical markers, wireless
transmitters, actor-related depth information, actor-related
GPS information, etc.

In one embodiment, the content creation system may be
used to create and/or generate a 3D virtual environment. The
3D virtual environment may be a virtual set in which one or
more scenes of an item of content (e.g., a movie) will take
place. For example, the 3D virtual environment may be a
virtual desert. As another example, the 3D virtual environ-
ment may be a digital replica of the city of San Francisco.
The 3D virtual environment may also include one or more
objects such as buildings, rock formations, clouds, the sun,
the moon, bridges, water, foliage, vehicles, animals, tools,
characters, and/or the like.

In one embodiment, the 3D virtual environment is loaded
into the rendering system such that the rendering system
renders image frames of the 3D virtual environment from
the perspective of a virtual camera and transmits the image
frames to the first mobile device. The first mobile device
may, in turn, present the image frames generated and trans-
mitted from the rendering system over a built in display of
the first mobile device. The image frames may be presented
to a user at or above a particular frame rate (e.g., 15 frames
per second, 30 frames per second, 60 frames per second, 120
frames per second, etc.).

In one aspect, the first mobile device may be a tablet or
similar device. A user of the first mobile device may interact
with the first mobile device to move a virtual camera around
the 3D virtual environment. In one aspect, the virtual camera
may be controlled by using one or more gestures input
directly to a touchscreen of the first mobile device. For
example, the user may input a swipe gesture with a single
finger to pan or tilt the virtual camera according to the
direction of the swipe. The user may furthermore input a
swipe gesture with two fingers to move the camera accord-
ing to the direction of the swipe. The user may moreover
input a pinch gesture to “dolly” the virtual camera. In
another aspect, the virtual camera may be controlled by
physically changing the position of the first mobile device
and/or changing the orientation of the first mobile device.
For example, a user may move forward 2 feet from his or her
current location while holding the first mobile device. The
first mobile device may detect such movement based one or
more sensors of the first mobile device (e.g., an accelerom-
eter, gyroscope, GPS, depth sensor, camera, wireless radio,
etc.). The information regarding the detected movement may
be transmitted to the rendering system which may in
response shift the virtual camera and transmit image frames
to the first mobile device with the virtual camera having
moved forward 2 virtual feet in the virtual environment.

In one aspect, a user interface displayed on the first
mobile device may include indicators (e.g. text, icons or
buttons) regarding various settings for the virtual camera.
For example, the user interface may display the current
height, location, and orientation of the virtual camera. The
user interface may also display information regarding the
focus, crop-factor/aspect ratio, f-stop, and/or lens type of the
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virtual camera. In some embodiments, the user may interact
with the indicators and/or the first mobile device in order to
change various settings associated with the virtual camera.
For example, the indicators may enable the user to change
the focus, crop-factor, f-stop, and/or lens type of the virtual
camera. [llustratively, a user may select an icon to change
the lens of the virtual camera from 50 mm to 120 mm. As
such, the image frames displayed to the user may exhibit the
features of a 120 mm lens, including any lens distortion
effects, zoom, etc. As another example, the user may select
a focus indicator. Upon selecting the focus indicator, the user
may select various objects or parts of the 3D virtual envi-
ronment by contacting his or her finger to the location of the
object or part as displayed on the screen of the first mobile
device. The position information for the user’s finger may be
transmitted by the first mobile device to the rendering
system. The rendering system, in turn, may generate or
“shoot” one or more virtual, invisible rays from the current
position of the virtual camera into the 3D virtual environ-
ment based on the position information. Upon detecting an
intersection of the one or more rays with a virtual object or
part of the 3D virtual environment, the rendering system
determines that the intersecting object and/or part should be
placed in focus. Accordingly, the 3D virtual environment is
rendered with the object/part placed in focus. Furthermore,
depending on the virtual distance of other objects in the 3D
virtual environment relative to the in-focus object (and the
selected lens type/f-stop), the rendering system applies vary-
ing degrees of focus to the other objects. For example, an
object far away from the selected in-focus object in the 3D
virtual environment may be rendered with a slight blur. In
some instances, the amount of blur applied to an object may
increase as the object is further away from the in-focus
object in the 3D virtual environment.

The user may interact with the displayed indicators in any
suitable manner in order to perform a change to the settings
of the virtual camera. In some embodiments, the user may
first select the indicator associated with the setting to be
changed by tapping on the indicator. Thereafter, the user
may perform one or more gestures to change the settings
associated with the selected indicator. For example, after
selecting the f-stop indicator, the user may increase the
f-stop by performing a swipe gesture to the right. The user
may decrease the f-stop by performing a swipe gesture to
left. Additionally, after selecting the lens type indicator, the
user may select lens with progressively higher zoom by
performing swipe gestures to the right. The user may select
lens with progressively less zoom (or wider angle) by
performing swipe gestures to the left.

In some embodiments, rather than specifically selecting
an indicator, the user may use different gestures to determine
which lens setting/parameter to change. For example, swip-
ing horizontally with a three fingers on the touchscreen of
the first mobile device may change the f-stop. Swiping
horizontally on the screen with four fingers may cause a
change in the lens type. Double tapping on the location of an
object on the touchscreen of the first mobile device may
focus the virtual camera on the object.

In another aspect, the user interface of the first mobile
device may enable the user to select a particular “crop
factor” or “aspect ratio” to be applied to the image frames
shown to the user to simulate different movie or cinematic
formats. In one embodiment, the cropped out area may be
completely opaque. In other embodiments, the cropped out
area may be semi-translucent such that the portions of the
3D virtual environment in the cropped out area can be
partially seen. In certain embodiments, the degree of trans-
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parency of the cropped out area may be changed by the user.
For example, the user may indicate a 25%, 50%, or 75%
degree of transparency. In this way, a director can under-
stand what parts of the 3D virtual environment may be left
out in a finally completed item of content.

In one aspect, as the user is moving the virtual camera
around the 3D virtual environment, he or she may indicate
to the first mobile device to save a “bookmark” of the virtual
camera’s current location, orientation, and any associated
parameters. In effect, the bookmark saves a shot taken from
the virtual camera using specific camera parameters. In some
embodiments, the user interface provided by the first mobile
device may additionally enable the user to annotate or
include notes for the bookmark. For example, the user can
provide an overall annotation or annotations for the book-
mark. As another example, the user can select different areas
of the bookmarked shot and place separate annotations at
those areas. In some embodiments, the user may also attach
a rating to the bookmark. The bookmarks may be sorted
according to the rating when later accessed as described
below.

In one aspect, the generated bookmarks and any annota-
tions may later be used to re-load the 3D virtual environment
from the perspective of the virtual camera with the associ-
ated parameters by the rendering system and/or content
creation system. When re-loaded by the rendering system,
the virtual camera is placed at the position and orientation
indicated by the bookmark with any associated camera
parameters. Thereafter, the user can begin moving and/or
interacting with the virtual camera from the position in the
3D virtual environment. Discussion of re-loading the book-
mark into the content creation system is discussed below. In
some embodiments, any previously generated bookmarks
may be presented in a list sorted by rating and/or by most
recent modification. In certain embodiments, the bookmarks
presented to a user may have been created by several
different other users across several different 3D virtual
environments. The user may organize such bookmarks into
a playlist in which each shot is present to the user in the
order of the playlist.

In some embodiments, the representative system may
include a selection device. The selection device may be, for
example, a smartphone, tablet, or any other device config-
ured to include sensors or sensing mechanisms (e.g., infra-
red reflective targets). For example, the selection device may
be a device that includes one or more buttons and a set of
infrared reflective targets. The buttons may allow the selec-
tion device to send command signals to the rendering system
in order to perform various functions. The infrared reflective
targets may allow sensors of the motion capture system to
track the position of the selection device at any given time.
In some embodiments, the selection device may be a dif-
ferent device from the first mobile device. In other embodi-
ments, the first mobile device may also act as or be the
selection device.

In one aspect, the rendering system may map the physical
orientation/position of the selection device with a physical
orientation/position of a virtual selection element in the
virtual environment. Such mapping can be performed in any
suitable manner. For example, the rendering system may
map the initial GPS coordinates, accelerometer information,
and other sensor information received from the selection
device to an initial virtual position or orientation of the
virtual selection element. As another example, the sensors of
the motion capture system may determine the initial location
of the selection device by detecting the infrared reflective
markers on the selection device. The initial location may be



US 12,022,357 B1

21

mapped to an initial virtual position or orientation of the
virtual selection element. As will be described below, any
change in the initial physical orientation/position of the
selection device may cause movement of the virtual selec-
tion element in the virtual environment.

In one embodiment, the virtual selection element may be
represented by one or more visible rays or beams cast or
emanating from the position of a virtual camera of the virtual
environment. In some instances, the one or more rays may
terminate or end once intersecting with or “hitting” the
surface of an object in the virtual environment. The inter-
secting object may be considered to be currently “selected”
by the representative system. In certain embodiments, the
end or terminus of the virtual selection element may be
represented by and/or include a target or “bulls-eye.” The
virtual selection element may also be associated with one or
more displayed attributes for the surface with which it
currently intersects. The attribute information may include
information regarding the material of the surface, the density
of the surface, the texture of the surface, the color of the
surface, the virtual distance of the surface from the virtual
camera of the virtual environment, etc. In some instances, a
user may interact with the selection device to change the
attributes of the surface in real-time or at interactive frame
rates. For example, a user may interact with the selection
device to change the attribute of the intersecting/selected
virtual surface from a “wood” material to a “metal” material.
Upon changing a surface from a wood material to a metal
material, images of the virtual surface displayed to the user
may be updated at interactive frames rates (e.g., 30, 60, 90,
or 120 frames per second) accordingly to include a silver,
shiny surface.

In some instances, the user may interact with the selection
device to choose a virtual object to be placed on a selected
surface. For example, a user may enter into an object
placement menu or use predefined hotkeys to select and
place a virtual tree or building on a surface currently selected
by the virtual selection element. In some instances, the user
may move or remove a virtual object from the virtual
environment. For example, a user may select a virtual tree
using the virtual section element and move the virtual tree to
another location in the virtual environment by physically
moving the selection device (as will be discussed below).

In some instances the virtual objects of the virtual envi-
ronment may move or interact with other objects over time.
In one aspect, the movement or interaction of the virtual
objects may have been pre-rendered and/or pre-defined such
that the virtual objects can be presented in very high fidelity.
In other aspects, the movement and/or interactions of the
virtual objects may be rendered in real-time.

In some instances, a user may move the virtual selection
element by physically moving the selection device in the
real world environment. As mentioned, the physical orien-
tation of the selection device may be mapped to the orien-
tation of the virtual selection element in the virtual envi-
ronment. Thus, if the selection device moves three feet to the
right in the physical world, the virtual selection element may
also move three virtual feet to the right in the virtual world.
In this way, a user can quickly select different objects within
the virtual environment and determine the attributes of the
objects. A user can also quickly add, remove, or move
objects around the virtual environment.

In some embodiments, upon selecting an object as
described herein, a user can interact with the selection
device to “teleport” or be moved within a threshold vicinity
of a selected object. For example, a user may interact with
the selection device to select an object that is 40 virtual feet
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away from the current location of the virtual camera. The
user may then indicate via the selection device (e.g., by
pressing on a button of the selection device) to move to the
location of the selected object. In response, the rendering
system may move the virtual camera to the location of the
object or a certain threshold distance away from the object
(e.g., 2 feet away). In this way, a user can quickly move
around a virtual environment.

FIG. 13A illustrates an example user interface 1300. In
particular, FIG. 13 A includes the indicator 106 showing the
current focus distance value. FIG. 13A also includes the
indicator 1308 with which a user can interact in order to
access any previously saved bookmarks. FIG. 13A further
shows the annotations 1304 and 1302 that are associated
with the particular shot. It should also be appreciated that the
image frames presented to the user include cropped out areas
1312 and 1314. FIG. 13A further shows a virtual selection
element 1316. The virtual selection element 1316 includes a
ray portion that is cast out from the virtual camera and a
target element 1318 indicating the surface with which the
virtual selection element first intersects. In some embodi-
ments, the virtual selection element may only terminate at a
surface that is of a particular type. For example, the virtual
selection element may not end (or be considered to intersect)
with surfaces that have a less than a threshold density or are
defined as having a gaseous or liquid type. For instance, the
virtual selection element may not end (or be considered to
intersect) a virtual cloud since the virtual cloud may not
meet a predefined threshold density. Referring again to FIG.
13A, the virtual selection element 1316 is further associated
with attribute information for a currently selected surface. In
particular, the attribute information indicates that the
selected surface (the surface of a dune) is 40 feet away and
has a “sand” material type.

FIG. 13B illustrates an example user interface 1324
similar to that shown in FIG. 13A. FIG. 13B shows a virtual
selection element 1322 with multiple rays. At the end of the
rays is an object 1320 that will be placed on the surface that
currently intersects with the virtual selection element 1322.

In some embodiments, the user can use the selection
device to change the scale of the virtual camera. For
example, the user can change the scale of the virtual camera
such that the virtual environment can appear very large. Put
another way, the user can shrink the virtual camera such that
it appears the user is an insect within the virtual environ-
ment. In this way, the user can examine detailed aspects of
the environment. As another example, the user can change
the scale of the virtual camera such that the virtual envi-
ronment appears very small. Put another way, the user can
enlarge the virtual camera such that it appears that the user
is a giant within the virtual environment. In this way, the
user can easily examine the entirety of the virtual environ-
ment. In one embodiment, the user can navigate the virtual
environment according to or based on the camera’s virtual
size. For example, “smaller” virtual cameras may move
slower or have smaller “steps” across the virtual environ-
ment. “Larger” virtual camera may move faster or have
“larger steps” across the same virtual environment.

In another embodiment, the virtual environment may be
presented to a user in an immersive system. The user may
have a selection device (e.g., smartphone, tablet, device with
infrared reflective markers, etc.) that is tracked by the
immersive system after an initial mapping. The tracking of
the selection device may enable a user to select various
objects within the virtual environment by pointing the
selection device at various points of the projection device(s)
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displaying the virtual environment. The user may further use
the selection device to place various objects within the
virtual environment.

In one aspect, the second mobile device may be a set of
virtual reality goggles. In the aspect, the user may switch to
an “immersive” mode during a session. As such, the ren-
dering system may begin sending rendered image frames of
the 3D virtual environment to the second mobile device and
cease sending rendered image frames to the first mobile
device. The rendering system may also change the format of
the image frames that it renders so that it can be properly
displayed by the second mobile device. In one aspect, the
first mobile device may still be used to control the virtual
camera. For example, the user may use any number of
gestures to move the virtual camera via the first mobile
device while viewing the image frames of the 3D virtual
environment from the second mobile device. Note that no
images may be presented over the display (e.g., touchscreen)
of the first mobile device. In some embodiments, the user
may briefly tap on the input device (e.g., touchscreen) of the
first mobile device. In response to the tap, an indicator may
be quickly presented or “flashed” in the image frames of the
3D virtual environment presented via the display of the
second mobile device. The indicator or “flash” may indicate
the portion of the 3D virtual environment corresponding to
the portion of the input device of the first mobile device
tapped by the user. In this way, the user is able to quickly
determine the mapping between the first mobile device’s
input device and the second mobile device’s display. In
some instances, the first mobile device may act as the
selection device for selecting objects within the virtual
environment.

In yet another aspect, a third mobile device of an assisting
operator may be used to control the virtual camera shown via
the second mobile device (or first mobile device) to the user.
For example, the third mobile device may display an over-
head or map view of the 3D virtual environment. The
assisting operator may interact with the third mobile device
to move the virtual camera of the second or first mobile
device to different locations within the 3D virtual environ-
ment. As such, the perspective of the 3D virtual environment
shown to the user may be changed based on the input
provided through the third mobile device.

In one aspect, the assisting operator may move the virtual
camera of the user by tapping on different portions of the
display of the third mobile device representative of different
parts of the 3D virtual environment. As a result of the
tapping, the virtual camera of the user may be “teleported”
to the selected portions of the 3D virtual environment. As a
result, the perspective of the virtual camera shown to the
user over the first or second mobile device may be imme-
diately changed from one portion of the 3D virtual environ-
ment to another. For example, the user may first view a
mountain in the northwest part of the 3D virtual environ-
ment at a first time. Based on the interaction of the assisting
operator with the third mobile device, the user may then
view a lake in the southwest part of the 3D virtual environ-
ment at a second time. In another embodiment, the virtual
camera of the first or second mobile device may be moved
by the assisting operator based on the assisting operator’s
gestures input to the third mobile device. In one aspect, the
speed at which the virtual camera of the user is moved from
one part of the 3D virtual environment to another part of the
3D virtual environment may be based on the speed at which
the finger of the assisting operator is moved over the input
device (e.g., touchscreen) of the third mobile device. For
example, the faster the assisting operator’s finger is moved
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across a touchscreen of the third mobile device, the quicker
the virtual camera of the second or first mobile device is
moved across the 3D virtual environment. In this way, the
user can be provided with a sense of actually moving
through the 3D virtual environment rather than being tele-
ported from location to location.

In yet another embodiment, a digital model within the 3D
virtual environment may be mapped to the performance of
an actor being captured by the motion capture system in a
performance area. In particular, a set of sensors of the
motion capture system may track the actor based on, for
example, a motion capture suit worn by the actor. The
actor’s performance may then be used to move the digital
model in the 3D virtual environment in real-time or at
interactive frame rates. The digital model may move while
the user of the first mobile device/second mobile device is
viewing and/or moving the virtual camera within the 3D
virtual environment.

In one embodiment, the bookmarks created by the user
may be exported or otherwise provided to the content
creation system. An artist operating the content creation
system may select the bookmarks (which may be sorted by
rating) in order to load a virtual camera in the 3D virtual
environment from a position and orientation indicated by the
bookmark. The virtual camera may also be loaded with a
lens type, focus, crop-factor, and/or f-stop indicated by the
bookmark. In this way, the artist can easily begin processing
a scene in order to generate an item of content.

In one embodiment, the second mobile device (if it is a
pair of VR glasses or goggles, for example), may present a
split screen to a user. One side of the screen may display
video of the physical environment as captured by a front
facing camera associated with the second mobile device.
The other side may show the virtual environment. In this
way, the user can simultaneously view the virtual environ-
ment while being able to also avoid obstacles in the physical
environment as the user moves. In another embodiment, a
picture-in-picture organization may be used rather than a
split screen. For example, the primary screen may display
the virtual environment. A smaller secondary screen may be
overlaid on the primary screen and show the physical
environment as captured by the front-facing camera associ-
ated with the second mobile device.

Each of the embodiments disclosed herein may be imple-
mented in a special-purpose or a general-purpose computer
system. FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary computer system
1400, in which parts of various embodiments of the present
invention may be implemented. The system 1400 may be
used to implement any of the computer systems described
above. The computer system 1400 is shown comprising
hardware elements that may be electrically coupled via a bus
1455. The hardware elements may include one or more
central processing units (CPUs) 1405, one or more input
devices 1410 (e.g., a mouse, a keyboard, etc.), and one or
more output devices 1415 (e.g., a display device, a printer,
etc.). The computer system 1400 may also include one or
more storage device 1420. By way of example, storage
device(s) 1420 may be disk drives, optical storage devices,
solid-state storage device such as a random access memory
(“RAM”) and/or a read-only memory (“ROM”), which can
be programmable, flash-updateable and/or the like.

The computer system 1400 may additionally include a
computer-readable storage media reader 14254, a commu-
nications system 1430 (e.g., a modem, a network card
(wireless or wired), an infra-red communication device,
etc.), and working memory 1440, which may include RAM
and ROM devices as described above. In some embodi-
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ments, the computer system 1400 may also include a pro-
cessing acceleration unit 1435, which can include a DSP, a
special-purpose processor, a Graphic Processing Unit
(GPU), and/or the like.

The computer-readable storage media reader 14254 can
further be connected to a computer-readable storage medium
14255, together (and, optionally, in combination with stor-
age device(s) 1420) comprehensively representing remote,
local, fixed, and/or removable storage devices plus storage
media for temporarily and/or more permanently containing
computer-readable information. The communications sys-
tem 1430 may permit data to be exchanged with the network
1420 and/or any other computer described above with
respect to the system 1400.

The computer system 1400 may also comprise software
elements, shown as being currently located within a working
memory 1440, including an operating system 1445 and/or
other code 1450, such as an application program (which may
be a client application, web browser, mid-tier application,
RDBMS, etc.). It should be appreciated that alternate
embodiments of a computer system 1400 may have numer-
ous variations from that described above. For example,
customized hardware might also be used and/or particular
elements might be implemented in hardware, software (in-
cluding portable software, such as applets), or both. Further,
connection to other computing devices such as network
input/output devices may be employed. Software of com-
puter system 1400 may include code 1450 for implementing
embodiments of the present invention as described herein.

Each of the methods described herein may be imple-
mented by a computer system, such as computer system
1400 in FIG. 14. Each step of these methods may be
executed automatically by the computer system, and/or may
be provided with inputs/outputs involving a user. For
example, a user may provide inputs for each step in a
method, and each of these inputs may be in response to a
specific output requesting such an input, wherein the output
is generated by the computer system. Each input may be
received in response to a corresponding requesting output.
Furthermore, inputs may be received from a user, from
another computer system as a data stream, retrieved from a
memory location, retrieved over a network, requested from
a web service, and/or the like. Likewise, outputs may be
provided to a user, to another computer system as a data
stream, saved in a memory location, sent over a network,
provided to a web service, and/or the like. In short, each step
of the methods described herein may be performed by a
computer system, and may involve any number of inputs,
outputs, and/or requests to and from the computer system
which may or may not involve a user. Those steps not
involving a user may be said to be performed by the
computer without human intervention. Therefore, it will be
understood in light of this disclosure, that each step and each
method described herein may be altered to include an input
and output to and from a user, or may be done automatically
by a computer system. Furthermore, some embodiments of
each of the methods described herein may be implemented
as a set of instructions stored on a tangible, non-transitory
storage medium to form a tangible software product.

In the foregoing description, for the purposes of illustra-
tion, methods were described in a particular order. It should
be appreciated that in alternate embodiments, the methods
may be performed in a different order than that described. It
should also be appreciated that the methods described above
may be performed by hardware components or may be
embodied in sequences of machine-executable instructions,
which may be used to cause a machine, such as a general-
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purpose or special-purpose processor or logic circuits pro-
grammed with the instructions to perform the methods.
These machine-executable instructions may be stored on one
or more machine readable mediums, such as CD-ROMs or
other type of optical disks, floppy diskettes, ROMs, RAMs,
EPROMs, EEPROMs, magnetic or optical cards, flash
memory, or other types of machine-readable mediums suit-
able for storing electronic instructions. Alternatively, the
methods may be performed by a combination of hardware
and software.

What is claimed is:
1. A computer-implemented method comprising:
causing background content to be displayed on a display
device, wherein the background content comprises a
first virtual object and a second virtual object;

causing augmented reality (AR) content to be rendered
based on a location of an AR device relative to the
display device;

causing the AR content to be displayed on the AR device

such that the AR content is displayed over a view of the
background content in the display device as part of a
scene;

determining that the AR content is in front of the first

virtual object in the scene when viewed through the AR
device;
rendering the background content with a cutout in the first
virtual object when the first virtual object overlaps with
the AR content when viewed through the AR device;

determining that the AR content is behind the second
virtual object in the scene when viewed through the AR
device; and

rendering the AR content with a cutout in the AR content

when the AR content overlaps with the second virtual
object when viewed through the AR device.
2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising, when the AR content has moved a predeter-
mined distance from the display device in the scene, causing
the AR content to be rendered irrespective of the location of
the AR device relative to the display device.
3. The computer-implemented method of claim 2,
wherein causing the AR content to be rendered irrespective
of the location of a AR device relative to the display device
represents a first rendering mode where the AR content is
tied to a location on the display device.
4. The computer-implemented method of claim 3,
wherein content rendered in the first rendering mode causes
a projection of the AR content against the background
content to be different for AR devices in different locations.
5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the AR content follows a motion path in front of the
first virtual object and behind the second virtual object.
6. The computer-implemented method of claim 5,
wherein the AR content follows the motion path at different
times when displayed in different AR devices.
7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:
causing the AR content to be rendered based on a location
of a second AR device relative to the display device;

causing the AR content to be displayed on the second AR
device such that the AR content is displayed over a
view of the background content in the display device as
part of the scene;

determining that the AR content is in front of the second

virtual object in the scene when viewed through the
second AR device;
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rendering the background content with a cutout in the
second virtual object when the second virtual object
overlaps with the AR content when viewed through the
second AR device;

determining that the AR content is behind the first virtual

object in the scene when viewed through the second AR
device; and

rendering the AR content with a cutout in the AR content

when the AR content overlaps with the first virtual
object when viewed through the second AR device.
8. A non-transitory computer-readable medium compris-
ing instructions that, when executed by one or more pro-
cessors, cause the one or more processors to perform opera-
tions comprising:
causing background content to be displayed on a display
device, wherein the first background content comprises
a first virtual object and a second virtual object;

causing augmented reality (AR) content to be rendered
based on a location of an AR device relative to the
display device;

causing the AR content to be displayed on the AR device

such that the AR content is displayed over a view of the
background content in the display device as part of a
scene;

determining that the AR content is in front of the first

virtual object in the scene when viewed through the AR
device;
rendering the background content with a cutout in the first
virtual object when the first virtual object overlaps with
the AR content when viewed through the AR device;

determining that the AR content is behind the second
virtual object in the scene when viewed through the AR
device; and

rendering the AR content with a cutout in the AR content

when the AR content overlaps with the second virtual
object when viewed through the AR device.
9. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
8, wherein the operations further comprise, when the AR
content has moved a predetermined distance from the dis-
play device in the scene, causing the AR content to be
rendered irrespective of the location of the AR device
relative to the display device.
10. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 9, wherein causing the AR content to be rendered
irrespective of the location of a AR device relative to the
display device represents a first rendering mode where the
AR content is tied to a location on the display device.
11. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 10, wherein content rendered in the first rendering
mode causes a projection of the AR content against the
background content to be different for AR devices in dif-
ferent locations.
12. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 8, wherein the AR content follows a motion path in
front of the first virtual object and behind the second virtual
object.
13. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 12, wherein the AR content follows the motion path at
different times when displayed in different AR devices.
14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 8, wherein the operations further comprise:
causing the AR content to be rendered based on a location
of a second AR device relative to the display device;

causing the AR content to be displayed on the second AR
device such that the AR content is displayed over a
view of the background content in the display device as
part of the scene;
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determining that the AR content is in front of the second
virtual object in the scene when viewed through the
second AR device;

rendering the background content with a cutout in the

second virtual object when the second virtual object
overlaps with the AR content when viewed through the
second AR device;

determining that the AR content is behind the first virtual

object in the scene when viewed through the second AR
device; and

rendering the AR content with a cutout in the AR content

when the AR content overlaps with the first virtual
object when viewed through the second AR device.

15. A system comprising:

one or more processors;

one or more memory devices comprising instructions that,

when executed by the one or more processors, cause the

one or more processors to perform operations compris-

ing:

causing background content to be displayed on a dis-
play device, wherein the first background content
comprises a first virtual object and a second virtual
object;

causing augmented reality (AR) content to be rendered
based on a location of an AR device relative to the
display device;

causing the AR content to be displayed on the AR
device such that the AR content is displayed over a
view of the background content in the display device
as part of a scene;

determining that the AR content is in front of the first
virtual object in the scene when viewed through the
AR device;

rendering the background content with a cutout in the
first virtual object when the first virtual object over-
laps with the AR content when viewed through the
AR device;

determining that the AR content is behind the second
virtual object in the scene when viewed through the
AR device; and

rendering the AR content with a cutout in the AR
content when the AR content overlaps with the
second virtual object when viewed through the AR
device.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the operations further
comprise, when the AR content has moved a predetermined
distance from the display device in the scene, causing the
AR content to be rendered irrespective of the location of the
AR device relative to the display device.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein causing the AR
content to be rendered irrespective of the location of a AR
device relative to the display device represents a first ren-
dering mode where the AR content is tied to a location on the
display device.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein content rendered in
the first rendering mode causes a projection of the AR
content against the background content to be different for
AR devices in different locations.

19. The system of claim 15, wherein the AR content
follows a motion path in front of the first virtual object and
behind the second virtual object.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein the AR content
follows the motion path at different times when displayed in
different AR devices.
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